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The Certified Administrator of School 
Finance and Operations® (SFO®)

◦ Most prestigious school business and finance designation. 

◦ Created by school business professionals, this certification proves your knowledge and 
professional competencies. 

◦ Earning your SFO will launch your school business career to the next level, putting you 
among the profession’s elite workforce.



AASBO’s SFO Study Group Program
The SFO Workshop/Study Group is a not designed to teach participants about the items that are 
covered on the ASBO Certified Administrators of School Finance and Operations (SFO) exam.  

The purpose of the sessions is to review up-to-date content and topics covered by the exam and 
provide examples of exam questions that participants might encounter.  

The SFO is a national certification program and exam, there is no Alabama specific information.

The SFO Workshop/Study Group is designed to be a general overview of the contents and 
domains.

The format for the sessions will be virtual.



Alabama SFO’s
Kari Austin, Mountain Brook City

James Brumley, Cullman City

Evelyn Buch, Homewood City

Lisa Dickerson, Alexander City

Craig Hodge, Retired

Tanya Holcombe, Pell City

Christy Mead, Albertville City

Ryan Miller, Leeds City

Laura Nance, Jefferson County

Serena Owsley, Athens City

Cindy Parker, Blount County

Alisa Benson, SDE

Hannah Bevel, Albertville City

Lesley Poe Autauga County

Maria Glover, Birmingham City

Gena Groce, Madison County

Chad Green, Gulf Shores City

Mandi Jones, Decatur City

Melissa Lumpkin, Cleburne County

Jason Mann, Elmore County 

Cody Patterson, Opelika City

Krystal Patterson, Lee County

Liz Springer, Auburn City 



Alabama SFO’s
Brandi Bishop, Clay County 

Susan Bishop, Etowah County 

Courtney Brown, Vestavia Hills City

Jennifer Hornsby, Retired

Sherry Langley, Muscle Shoals City

John Lewis, Tarrant City

Russell Raney, New Schools 

Jessica Anderson Petway, Daleville City

Bradley Colburn, Hartselle City

Lori Zirlott, Mobile County

Brandi Mosey, Butler County

Melynda Buck, Hoover City

Lauren Butts, Pelham City

Sarita Price, Retired

Monique Rector, Jasper City

Terry Wilhite, Colbert County

Pamela Watkins, Montgomery County

Michelle Andews, Barbour County

Tina Thompson, Homewood City Schools

Allie Hankins, Tuscaloosa City

Catie Miller, Decatur City Schools

Bethany Waters, Randolph County Schools

Danielle Pope, St. Clair County Schools



Benefits of SFO Study Group Program 

A scheduled approach to preparing for the Exam

Opportunity to share experiences with colleagues and learn fundamentals based on real-life 
application

Network with Certified SFOs

Alabama ASBO Reimbursement of the SFO Exam fees upon successful completion of the exam.  
No reimbursement if your school system pays the fee. 

ASBOI Application Fee Discount



Current Exam Eligibility Options

•Eligibility Through Education and Experience 
• A Bachelor’s degree in a field related to school business + 2 years of experience, or completion of an 

ASBO International or ASBO affiliate workshop covering the SFO® Exam Competencies + 3 years of 
experience. Experience is defined as a school business official in a K–12 or college system, with overall 
responsibilities that correlate to the exam competencies.

• OR

•Eligibility as a Seasoned Practitioner 
• The seasoned practitioner review process allows individuals to use only work experience to meet the 

eligibility requirement. To be granted the seasoned practitioner status, an applicant must have been 
employed as a school business official for a minimum of seven years.



Exam Information
Create a profile in the SFO Access (Prolydian) online portal

ASBO Intl. Member A     Non-Member

Application and Exam 
Fee

$550 $650

Retest $250 $250

3-Year Recertification 
Fee

$350 $350

FEES

SFO application portion of the fee is non-refundable ($150 for 
members and $250 for non-members).



Exam Information
Exam Format
◦ 150 multiple-choice questions
◦ Computer based exam in English only

Exam Administration
◦ Computer Based Test
◦ Remote Proctored
◦ Take Exam at Home or Office

 



Recertification
Recertification

◦ 3 years
◦ 45 contact hours of professional development
◦ Compliance with ASBO International Certification Code of Conduct
◦ $350 Recertification Fee

 



Current SFO Exam Content

◦ Management of Accounting Systems (14%)

◦ Management of Accounting Functions (29%)

◦ Financial Planning, Budget Planning and Analysis (23%)

◦ Risk Management Activities (7%)

◦ Management of School Facilities (7%)

◦ Management of Information Systems (5%)

◦ Management of Human Resource Functions (11%)

◦ Management of Ancillary Service (4%)



2026 AASBO Study Group 
ASBO International and Alabama AASBO Partnership

1. Digital Resources
▪ A Copy of SFO Prep Manual

▪ An Updated Professional Standards Manual

▪ Digital Flashcards / Study Quizzes / Interactive Activities and Assessment

2. 5- Days of Virtual On Demand SFO Learning Workshops
▪ Recorded Sessions Presented by Subject Matter Experts

▪ Interactive Activities Each Day

▪ Live Discussion Forum Each Day

▪ Two of the 5 days will include a one-hour live webinar discussion presented by Certified SFOs with Open Q & A Sessions

3. ASBOI Application Fee Discount 



Example of 5-Day Prep Workshop Schedule



Alabama ASBO Affiliate  
5-Day Virtual SFO Prep Workshops

◦Dates to be determined



AASBO Additional Support
Face-to-Face Meeting

   Annual Conference, Perdido Beach Resort

   Network with Alabama SFOs



2026 Enrollment
◦ July - September 2026

◦ Enrollment via AASBO SFO Enrollment Survey



SFO Resources
ASBOI  - https://asbointl.org/certification

◦ SFO Candidates Handbook 

◦ SFO Policies and Procedures Manual

◦ SFO Exam Guidebook 

◦ ASBOI’s Professional Standards and Code of Ethics

Alabama ASBO
◦ Network of Alabama Certified SFOs 

https://asbointl.org/certification


CONTACTS
ASBO International 

◦ 866-682-2729

◦ certification@asbointl.org

Alabama ASBO
◦  Linda McGhee, linda@aasbo.com

   251-769-0160

mailto:certification@asbointl.org
mailto:certification@asbointl.org
mailto:linda@aasbo.com


Questions
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